Root Causes Diagram

Directions

This worksheet helps you to think about the issue you are addressing at a deeper level. WHY is it a problem? WHAT are the things that cause it? HOW does your project address one of the ROOT CAUSES? Here’s how: 

1. Identify the BIG ISSUE your group wants to address (this should relate to the Community 101 mission statement).

2. Brainstorm all of the different reasons why this is a problem. What are some of the things that cause or contribute to this problem? These are our ROOT CAUSES.

3. Pick which root cause(s) you are going to address. Draw an arrow from YOUR PROJECT to that box.

4. In the YOUR PROJECT box, briefly explain the RESEACH you have done to help you understand these root cases and how your project will begin to address the bigger issue by tackling the root cause. 
EXAMPLE ROOT CAUSE DIAGRAM










Your Project

Our group has…
We plan to… 
This tool is based on a worksheet created by the young people involved in the Youth Innovation Fund at the Oasis Center in Nashville, TN. Thanks to America’s Promise, $aving Our Futures financial curriculum. 
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