
The mission of The Oregon Community Foundation is to improve life in Oregon and to promote effective 
philanthropy. OCF works with individuals, families, businesses and organizations to create charitable funds 
to support the community causes they care about. To create your legacy today, call your local OCF office, 
visit www.oregoncf.org or email info@oregoncf.org.

THE CHALLENGE
Oregon currently has one of the lowest high school 
graduation rates in the nation, with 42 states ranking 
higher. In 2011, only 68 percent of the state’s high 
school students earned a diploma in four years. The 
benefits of quality education reach far beyond the 
classroom. Youth that succeed in school grow up to 
earn higher wages, contribute to stronger economies, 
support healthier and more prosperous families, and 
make informed decisions essential to democratic 
institutions.

Increasing ninth grade attendance and academic 
achievement are two of the most important levers 
for increasing graduation rates. Intervening in middle 
school is key for positioning students for success.

THE OPPORTUNITY
We know that quality out-of-school programs can 
increase attendance, help close the achievement gap 
and lead to academic success. We also know that 
families play an important role in this success, and, 
in cases where a parental relationship is unhealthy, 
youth often benefit from mentors.

OUR STRATEGY
To increase student attendance and academic 
achievement, OCF will award $5 million over five 
years to community-based out-of-school time 

programs that offer academic support, positive adult 
role models and parent engagement programming.

In November, 2013, OCF approved 14 initial 3-year 
grants. In 2014, OCF partnered with The Ford Family 
Foundation to add an additional seven grantees in 
areas around the state for this new program. We 
focused on projects that:

• Serve middle school students of color, rural and 
low-income students,

• Include family involvement, positive adult role 
models and a purposeful academic connection, 
and

• Will be significantly impacted by the OCF funds.

NEXT STEPS
Grantees will be part of an on-going learning com-
munity to share experiences and will participate in 
a cross-site evaluation. OCF plans to have another 
grant opportunity in two to three years.

Visit oregoncf.org for a full list of K-12 Student 
Success grantees and to learn more about OCF’s 
many education programs. 
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